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THE ROLL CAST  
THE eNews LETTER of  

CAPE COD TU CHAPTER 460 
DECEMBER 2009 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

NEW WEBSITE IS UP WITH ALL NEW FORMAT AND 
PAGES.VISIT @ www.capecodtu.org .  
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Join us for our monthly general meeting. Liberty Hall, 
Marston’s Mills.  Dec. 9th 7:pm  

 
Annual Christmas Party! Food, Fun! 

Wayne Miller on Grand Lakes Stream Trip. 
 

BRING AN UNWRAPPED TOY FOR TOY’S FOR TOT’S 
 
 

SPEAKER SCHEDULE 
 

 
 

 
DECEMBER 9TH 

LIBERTY HALL 7:00 PM 
ANNUAL CHRISTMAS PARTY 

WAYNE MILLER ON OFF CAPE OUTINGS. FOOD, FUN! 
BRING A TOY FOR  
TOYS FOR TOTS!! 

 
 

JANUARY 13TH  
LIBERTY HALL 7:00 PM 

THE RETURN OF DARBIE HITTLE 
SPRING CREEK FISHING IN PA 

AND AN UPDATE ON NY STEELHEAD FISHING 
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PRESIDENT’S NOTES 
 

HOPING TO SEE YOU AT THE ANNUAL CHRISTMAS PARTY ON THE 9TH 
AT LIBERTY HALL. PLEASE BRING A TOY FOR THE TOY’S FOR TOT’S GIFT 

DRIVE. OR CALL ME @ 774.994.7319 TO ARRANGE A DROP OFF! 
THE CHAPTER WILL BE PROVIDING FOOD ND BEVERAGES BUT PLEASE 

BRING SOME SWEETS LIKE COOKIES OR CAKE FOR THE MEETING. 
 
 

WE ARE ACCEPTING NOMINATIONS FOR THE AL BREWSTER AWARD. 
NOMINATE SOMEONE WHO HAS BEEN ACTIVLY CONTRIBUTING TO THE 

CHAPTER FOR FIVE YEARS. 
 
 

CONSIDER GIVING THE GIFT OF THE FLYFISHING SCHOOL THIS MAY AS A 
CHRISTMAS GIFT. 

 
 

WE ARE OFFERING OUR WINTER FLY TYING CLASSES ON WEDNESDAY 
NIGHTS IN AT 7:00 PM STARTING 1 / 20  TO  3 / 3 EXCEPT FEB 10 

WHICH IS OUR REGULAR MEETING DATE. THE FORUM WILL COVER FROM 
BEGINNER TO ADVANCED. 

 
 

I AM LOOKING FOR SOME MEMBERS WHO WOULD BE WILLING TO 
SHARE SOME OF THEIR FISHING TIME WITH SOME NOVICE MEMBERS 

WHO NEED SOME HELP GETTING STARTED WITH THEIR FLY FISHING. THIS 
MENTORING WOULD BE GOING FISHING WITH SOMEONE WHO NEEDS A 

LITTLE HELP GETTING OVER WHAT CAN BE INTIMIDATING TO SOMEONE 
JUST STARTING. IF YOU ARE INTERESTED CALL ME SO SIGN UP. 

 
 

I HAVE PLACED ON THE ENEWS PAGE OF THE WEBSITE A MASS WILDLIFE 
LATE 1950’S PUBLICATION ON SEA RUN BROOK TROUT. THIS HAS SOME 

INTERESTING INFO ON CAPE SEA RUNS. CLICK LINK BELOW. 
 

http://www.capecodtu.org/ENEWS_LETTER.html 
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You are about to meander down memory lane with… 

Red Quill 
  While reading a magazine article recently I noticed a photo and recipe for a 
bead‐head Prince Nymph.  The Prince Nymph has been around for years; as stated 
in the article, since 1941.   Of course flies were not tied with bead‐heads back then 
(as nobody made  ‘em) but occasionally  a  small  section of bead‐chain was  cut  and 
used in some fly designs and the result was about the same as with bead‐heads––but 
with a  lot  less weight and a  little cruder  look.   So actually back when Doug Prince 
developed this fly he did not use a bead‐head and he did not call it the Prince Nymph 
either; he actually called it The Brown Fork Tail nymph.  The article stated that it is 
called  the  Prince  Nymph  and  is  sometimes  referred  to  as  the  Brown  Fork  Tail 
nymph.    I  think that  is a  tad backwards as  it really  is a Brown Fork Tail which we 
somehow manage  to  call  the  Prince  Nymph––although  Doug  Prince  certainly  did 
not!  He also originated The Black Fork Tail nymph.  However it seems like all these 
flies  are  now  simply  grouped  together  and  referred  to  as  The  Prince Nymph––or 
variations on  the Prince Nymph––and so  it will be  for evermore…no black  tail, no 
brown tail, just Prince, bead‐head or not! 

Well,  onward  and  upward  here.   When Matty  Vinciguerra  first  tied  up  his 
“grub”  imitation  he  referred  to  it  as  the  “Catskill  Curler”…that’s  curler,  as  in  hair 
curler,  because, when  alarmed,  the  natural  insect  larva would  curl  up  into  a  tight 
little ball.  However, as luck would have it, one day a fly fisher from Brooklyn called 
a  local Roscoe  fly shop  looking  for  this new Vinciguerra  “super”  fly.   He asked  the 
clerk  if he had any of  those Catskill  !"#$%&'  in  stock.   That’s,  coiler,  as  in,  one who 
coils and  is also happens to be Brooklyn‐ese  for curler.    Just mentally  listen to the 
difference here…curler/coiler.   However,  as  funny as  it may sound now,  the name 
“coiler”  stuck and  today  the  fly  is usually  referred  to as a Catskill Coiler.    I  think  I 
heard  this  bit  of  fly  fluffery  from  Matty  his‐self  about  20+  years  ago  at  an  NEC 
Conclave up in Lake Placid, but the mind does fade.  Ahhhh…and yes, weren’t those 
the days, eh? 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Yet another thingy that has always “bothered” me is the fact that the mere 
changing of chenille colors could change the name of that old and popular fly, the 
“Montana” (black & yellow) into a “Ted’s Stonefly” (brown and orange).  Now, I know 
that Catskill style flies are, for the most part, the same fly type just tyed with different 
colors and materials but in most cases almost 75% to 100% of the fly is changed and 
when it is not, it is usually referred to as “light” and “dark” like the Hedrickson or the 
Cahill or else some other tip-o’-the-hat is given to the original pattern.  But the Montana 
is identical to Ted’s Stonefly in every way except the chenille colors!  (See the Black 
Fork Tail/Brown Fork Tail argument above.)  OK!  OK!  I admit it the tail is a little bit 
different on a Ted’s Stonefly than on a Montana nymph!  But I suppose I would have 
found calling this fly the “Ted’s Montana” a tad more, let’s just say, realistic, than calling 
it the “Ted’s Stonefly.”  As if it were a totally different fly instead of an off-color 
Montana.  Oh well, I will get over it I suppose…but at my age do I have enuf years left? 

Lastly we come to the Compara Dun verses the Haystack “controversy.”  Back 
in  the  late  1950’s  that  notable  and  unique  fly  tyer  from  the  Adirondacks,  Fran 
Betters,  developed  the  Haystack.    This  fly  is  a  great  floater  and  a  favorite  in  the 
pocket water of the Ausable River.   It utilizes a 180 degree spread, hair wing sorta 
leaning out over  the eye and, on  the water, could be mistaken  for a small Bomber 
pattern.  However, Eric Leiser attributes the (now 50 year‐old) Haystack pattern as 
the  fly which  inspired Caucci  and Nastasi  to develop  their  Compara Dun  series  of 
flies.   So does Betters ever get his due?  Well Caucci & Nastasi did,  indeed, and too 
their  credit,  acknowledge  that  the  Haystack  was  the  inspiration  for  the  Compara 
Duns but I really think that most anglers today would look at a Haystack and think it 
was  some  kind  of  badly  tied  Compara  Dun while  I  look  at  the  Compara  Dun  and 
think it is really a neat Haystack!  It seems the new has somehow managed to push 
out the old once again.   As an aside here; if you care to do any research you might 
also check out the Usual, another early and innovative pattern by Fran Betters. The 
Usual is sometimes referred to as a Bill Phillips pattern. It was, indeed, originated by 
Betters, but popularized by Phillips, who loved to answer the question often put to 
him, “()*+,*&%,-".,.'#/012  by responding, “3)4,+)%,5'.*$”, which is a fairly irritating 
reply is it not? 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R      A        N      D        O        M                   C      A      S      T        SSS    
Gossip, News,  BS   &  Assorted Twaddle   ‐   Compiled by Red 

Quill 
GOT NEWS?   Shops! Members! Friends!   Email:  

strathie@aol.com 
 
 

√ Quashnet Workdays    Attention!––note date changes underlined 
below:  
Quashnet workdays are held at 9am on the third Sunday of every month, (See below 
however)  This is CCTU’s main conservation project and has been for 30 plus years. For 
more info call Fran Smith @ 508-548-4087.  We meet at 9am at the Martin Road access 
off Rt. 28 in Falmouth near the Mashpee line…but you knew that didn’t you?    Come on 
down, nonmembers too! 

*DECEMBER 13TH   -   *JANUARY 24TH   -   *FEBRUARY 28th   -   MARCH 28TH 

*These changes were made because of holidays & Fran’s schedule.   Cancelations?  
Weather?  Directions?    (Err  on the safe side––check with Fran @ 508-
548-4087 if  in doubt.)   
 
√ Red Brook Workdays 
Red Brook workdays are held at 9am on the first Saturday of every month.  Meet in 
the Lyman Reserve parking lot, Head of the Bay Road in Wareham.  This is an ongoing 
MA/RI Council conservation project staffed mainly by SMTU members.  Directions?  
Info?  Changes?  Warren Winders: 781-878-1074  /  redbrook@verizon.net 

DECEMBER 5TH   -   JANUARY 2ND   -   FEBRUARY 6TH   -   MARCH 6TH  
(Same schedule caveat as above but call or email Warren!) 
 
 

SOME UPCOMING EVENTS AND SHOWS 
√ The Fly Fishing Show  -  Marlboro, MA - Jan 15.16, 17, 2010  ––fee 

√ The Fly Fishing Show  -  Somerset, NJ - Jan 22, 23, 24, 2010  ––fee 

√ The Bears Den Show  -  Taunton, MA - Feb 27, 2010  ––free 

√ LL Bean Expo  -  Freeport, ME - Mar 20-21, 2010  ––free 
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CCTU FLY FISHING SCHOOL 
What a great idea for a Christmas present––a Gift Certificate to the CCTU Fly 
Fishing School 2010. Actually this is a great gift for any occasion, eh?  For more infor 
contact School Director, Scott Dietrich at:  508-766-9667  or  ccflyfish@hotmail.com     
 
CABIN FEVER RELIEVER 
It’s “official” we will be having our traditional FREE Fly Tying sessions at Liberty Hall 
this winter. We have had these for years now and this winter is no different! So, if you 
are interested––CCTU member or not––check out the info on our webpage - 
capecodtu.org 
 
 
A great little stocking stuffer,  “Massachusetts Wildlife”  … still a print 
magazine! 
Subscriptions  for  this  neat  quarterly  publication  are  an  incredible  value:  $6  for  1 
year, $10 for 2.   Each issue is packed with award‐winning articles and outstanding 
photos on just about anything relating to wildlife and the outdoors in the state. To 
subscribe,  call:  1­800­289­4788  or 
www.mass.gov/dfwele/dfw/publications/mwma/mwmag_home.htm.   Leave 
your  name,  mailing  address  and  your  choice  of  a  1  year  ($6)  or  2  year  ($10) 
subscription. You will be billed by postal mail. You can also send a check payable to 
Massachusetts Wildlife Magazine  and mail  it  ASAP  to: Massachusetts Wildlife    ­  
251 Causeway Street (4th floor)  ­  Boston, MA  02114 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BOOKS…for your consideration!    Book and Media Reviews & 

News  
 
CADDISFLIES   A Guide to Eastern Species for Anglers and Other Naturalists  

by Thomas Ames Jr     Stackpole Books - 312 pages, HB, illustrated in color, $50  
 
Marvelous, beautiful, eminently readable, highly useable, and just plain fun! 

This is quite simply the best book on fishing for trout with caddisfly imitations 
published in over 30 years. The author has taken the finest photographs to date of 
caddisflies important to fly fishermen and had the models accurately identified by 
experts. The reader doesn't need to rely on scientific terminology, or field reports that are 
hearsay at best. Instead the reader gets first hand information in easy to read and easy 
to understand plain language text and superb images of the Eastern caddisflies he sees 
on the stream or lake to compare with the patterns in his fly box. Furthermore, the author 
summarizes the information for each caddisfly in easy to understand tables.  Brilliant!    

The book comprises two main portions and four very important appendices. The 
first main portion of the book has five chapters devoted to the biology and habitat of the 
Eastern caddisflies of importance to the fly fisherman, as well as the angling history and 
fly fishing techniques for trout fishing using caddisfly imitations. The second main 
portion of the book describes caddisflies found east of the Mississippi River of the four 
super families down to species level.  

The book concludes with an extremely well researched bibliography including 
both print and internet resources, a credits section, and a well designed index. The book 
is further enhanced by exquisite design and editing. Due to these well executed 
features reading is easy and pleasant. Illustrations are positioned to allow the reader to 
use them to enhance the text without having to flip pages or otherwise be distracted from 
reading the text. The summary tables are so well done and comprehensive that the 
reader can simply flip through to each as a reference for tying the proper fly pattern for 
any caddisfly they may encounter.   

This volume raises the bar several notches. 
 

(This review by Bruce Harang of the FFF has been edited for space considerations, in 
other words...to fit!    Ya kno, somehow I suspect that Bruce really liked the book!    RQ.) 
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CCTU COLLECTING FOR TOYS FOR TOTS! 
Instead  of  bringing  a  gag  Christmas  gift  to  the Annual  CCTU  Christmas  Party  & 
meeting on December 9th, please bring along an age‐appropriate and UNWRAPPED 
gift  for  the  local Toys  for Tots program.    CCTU will  collect  these  toys  get  them  to 
Toys  for Tots  in  time for Christmas giving!   Make some kid happy.   A much better 
use of your buck$ in this day and age, eh? 
 
The  Federation  of  Fly  Fishers  [FFF]  is  an  international  non‐profit  organization 
working  hard  to  conserve,  restore  and  educate  through  fly‐fishing.  The  FFF 
advocates  for  fly  rodders on all waters––salt,  fresh, warm.  cold.    It  is  a  “pure”  fly‐
fishing only group.  To join the FFF (or get info) go online www.fedflyfishers.org   or  
call @ 406‐222‐9369.  
√ CCTUer, DAN TOBIN has recently become a “Friend of the North Eastern Council / 
FFF” 
 
The  “EYE”  returneth!   While  roaming  about  the  Catskills  this  past  spring  “The 
Upturned Eye” spotted ol’ Red “Q” fishing a nifty size 12 orange Stimulator while on 
the Beaverkill one lovely June afternoon.   “Eye” also noticed that Red lost two nice 
browns in the space of oh, 20 minutes or so.  Both of ‘em with that squiggly little pig 
tail at the business end of his tippet.  And, while this usually indicates a poorly tied 
knot, it turns out that the expiration date on Red’s tippet material was 2004. That’s 
5  years  too  old!   Now,  no  excuses  coming  from Red,  but  before  you  tie  your  own 
“bad” tippet knot, simply check the expiration date or just use all  fresh material to 
start the season!   “Eye” knew that…did you?   I’m quite sure you did!  
 

By the way red, rust or orange seem to be good colors.  Much success has been had 
over the years on the orange-hued Stimulator and also the Ausable Wulff, which is a 
rusty/orange and the self-descriptive, Red Quill.  And then there is that, time tested, go-
to fly, the Rusty Spinner––perhaps the Adams of the spinner world.  Then there’s the 
“cinder worm” hatch in the salt. And we sometimes might wunda why tho as, if you 
asked most anglers, orange would not be the color that would come up if asked the 
following…what color are our local flies?  We might well say, tan, gray or brown before 
red.  But try those rusty/red/orangey flies…they work! 

 
UPCOMING CCTU ELECTION…December 9th 

Just a reminder here that the Chapter is still on the lookout for new Officers and 
Board members.  We will be having an election at this, the December  CCTU meeting, 
and the new Officers & BOD take over then.  The slate was published in the last RollcasT  
(or as much of a slate as we had) and now “the rubber meets the road”!  Mark has been 
President for the past 4 years…sometimes elected, sometimes a “temp” and he grows 
weary. Remember, no one now an Officer or Director had any training prior to taking the 
job.  They just saw the need and waded in and so could YOU!  Contact Mark ASAP at 
CCTUPREZ@Capecod.org  
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√ Nominations will be taken from the floor the night of the election.  Don’t be shy now! 

 

Recognize this guy?    Could it be…U?    Hmmmmm   ––“There he stands, draped in 
more equipment than a telephone lineman, trying to outwit an organism with a 
brain no bigger than a bread crumb––and getting licked in the process. “  ….Paul 
O’Neil, 1965   

√ Twenty years from now some kid will ask his father,  ”Daddy what’s a telephone 
lineman?” 

 

FLYSHOPCLOSEOUTS.COM  + AARONS OF EASTHAM  + FISHING THE 
CAPE 

Interesting website  <FlyShopCloseouts.com>   and best of all…it’s local!  Qwerty it up. 
FLASH, this just in!  All FlyShopCloseouts & Aarons of Eastham stuff can now be 
had at Fishing the Cape.  The North Eastham shop is kaput…CLOSED!   All three are 
now one at the Harwich Commons site.   (508) 432-1200    So…stop in, say HI! and 
mention CCTU.  
 
The MA/RI Council Winter Banquet coming January 16th!  This is a MA/RI Council 
fundraiser event to be held out in Marlboro.   Do you wanna go?  Want more info?  
Carpool perhaps?  Directions?  Check out our website at:  <capecodtu.org>   And raffle 
& auction prizes are needed.  Contact:  Mark Hattman  @  CCTUPREZ@capecodtu.org    
Remember now, items do not have to be fishing related just saleable.    We also need 
items for our Spring Banquet! 

 
Just when you think you may have heard it all!   Ari T. Hart has designed a unique fly 
reel to celebrate his 50 years in the reel design business.  But he is only making 40 reels 
available so it may…er…will become a collectable.  Hmmm…downside?  For one, it lists 
for $1400!  Internet sources already have it discounted as low as $1000 tho!   The caveat 
here?––better check around.   
 

Mr. Quill was perusing the list of fly tyers that were scheduled to appear at the 
International Fly Tying Symposium in Somerset, NJ recently and noticed that some 
have previously been spotted at our own CCTU events––Jack Gartside, Joe Cordeiro, 
Ted Patlen & Rich Murphy.  Joe, Ted & Rich were listed as being from the USA while 
Jack was listed as being from…Pluto!? 
 

CAPECODTU.ORG    Webpage!  Schools!  RollcasT’s!  Banquet!  Speakers!  
Schedules! 
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The annual AL BREWSTER AWARD will be presented to a CCTU member at our 
Spring Banquet.  The only criteria is five years of service to the Chapter…and good, 
hard, honest work should be rewarded!  You must submit a short written note (a 
paragraph will do) on just why you think your selection is deserving of the award and get 
it to Mark Hattman.  Email is just fine but please do it before February 1st.   
CCTUPREZ@capecodtu.org  
 
The only shop to get back to me on the “WINTER-OVER” rod & reel cleaning, oiling, 
relining & repair service was EASTMAN’S SPORT & TACKLE on Route 28 in 
Falmouth (Teaticket).  Manager, Jimmy Young, assures me that if you drop off your 
needy tackle ASAP he will personally check it out and do his level best to get it back into 
as close to as-new condition as he possibly can.  So, bring it in NOW––then pick up & 
pay in the spring all ready to go afishin’.  
 
Back in October this column-compiler was approached by an off-Cape angler who had 
lost his new big-buck Van $taal fishing pliers at Corn Hill Beach in Truro.  He was now 
attempting to get his pliers back by placing reward posters in tackle shops on the Cape.  
“Would you run a blurb in the RollcasT”, he asked.  “YA!”, I replied, “IF you give the 
reward to TU.“  “Done deal!”, say he.  Within a week a good Samaritan called him and 
returned the pliers. The were not even gone long enuf to get into print here, so no reward 
to TU but…what the hey!    
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New Fund Raising Raffle!!! 
 

Want to own a limited edition Orvis rod for 
short $$$$ ? 

 
The Chapter is raffling an Orvis Limited Edition 

Superfine Trout Bum Rod 
This is a limited edition rod # 70 engraved with  

TU 50th Anniversary 

 
We are offering two ways to get in on the action!! 

Come to a regular meeting and for every $ 5.00 worth of 

monthly raffle tickets you buy you get a free ticket to 

the raffle!! 

Want extra chances or can’t make a meeting? Buy a 

ticket by mail 

We are offering one for $ 5 of three for $10. 

Mail a check to CCTU to  

P.O. Box 405 

Mashpee, MA 02649 

Rod winner will be drawn at the May Meeting! 

Join in and help support the Chapter!! 


