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President’s Note
On Sunday Jan 24th we had a great day working the Quashnet River. Christmas tree day is my favorite day to work because after half a day you can see a great deal of progress in a short time. Great turnout with Fran Smith, Tim Lynch, Keith Richards, Dave Palmer, John Haluska, Steve Paltz, Tom Planert. The weather could not have been better, with only one of us finding it so nice that a swim was in order! Winter is the best season to work the river. Future work days are as follows Feb 28, March 18, April 23. I will send an email note the week before. Please consider joining us as we only placed 75 of over 200 trees!

Scott Deitrich is conducting fly tying classes on Wednesday nights. Pat Grenier and Dan Tobin have demoed flies so far. They will be on Wednesday nights through the first week of March, exclusive of our February 10th regular meeting.

Join us on February 10th for the return of Darby Hittle who drives up from CT to talk about his wild adventures Salmon fishing in NY and this year talking about spring creek fishing in PA. He has a great presentation and donates his time to the Chapter. Come join us and make his trip worth while!!

I want to thank Bob & Ann Nickerson for there continued support with their contributing printed matter for our Fly Fishing School and Banquet needs, As well as the many years of printing the Roll Cast Thanks Guys. Call them @ Quality Instant Printing in Hyannis 508. 771.6118.

Last chance for nominations for the Al Brewster Award! Email me with your nominations.

We are in need of articles for your newsletter! If you want to place a story about anything you might want to share email them to me so we can put you in. Fishing adventure stories, Funny fishing trip events, 

be creative. 

cctuprez@capecodtu.org
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   MORE BALDERDASH!

The Problem with Felt Soles  –– by Red Quill

(Previously published but worthy of re-reading!)

                    (Italicized text below from the Southern Council of the FFF newsletter,  Long Casts) 

As a wading boot/shoe sole material, felt has a reputation of providing the safest and most secure footing. Unfortunately, as problems with invasive and nuisance aquatic species have increased, felt has been identified as a material that is a contributor to their spread. Felt is problematic due to its porous structure. This gives a place for eggs, algae, etc. to become embedded and, without proper care and treatment, spread to another body of water.

Trout Unlimited has asked gear manufacturers to discontinue using felt-soled waders by 2011. From a technology standpoint, various forms of “sticky rubber” seem to be in the pipeline as a replacement for felt. Some manufacturers are already offering wader and boot soles made of this material. Meanwhile, felt is going to be around for some time, either due to personal choice or availability. Given our conservationist leanings, the ethical fly fisher must acknowledge the problems that felt can potentially cause and develop aquatic hygiene habits that prevent or minimize them. The following are some methods to treat equipment that comes into contact with the water, and this includes boots, waders, gravel guards, etc..  

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  - - clip & save - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

     Methods for treating tackle to avoid the spread of 

ANS  (that is: Aquatic Nuisance Species) 
SHORT TERM – use these methods if you are using your boots on a daily basis!
  √ Soak in vinegar for 20 min.  (100% 1 gal. vinegar, straight, no water. )

     Then rinse boots with water but don’t let the solution run off directly into the stream.   

  √ Soak in a chlorine bleach/water solution for 10 min.  (5oz. of bleach to 1 gal. of water). 

     Once again, rinse boots with water but don’t let the solution run off directly into the stream.

LONG TERM – use this method if you are only using your boots once a week or so!  

  √ 5 days of air drying––some even suggest storing your wading boots in your home freezer.

 (Altho most seeds can withstand drying and sprout after years of dormancy…just add water!)

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -- - -  clip & save - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 
(Continued on next page)

Reds take on all this?  Well, the problem here, at least as I see it, is, are you really gonna do it?  This is all well and good––and it may even slow down the dispersal of invasives––but will anglers take the time to do it, 24/7?   Well, I kinda doubt it!  Try this scenario on for size.  You come home from the stream, it’s late and you are pooped, however you are going fishing again in the AM.  So, do you now mix up a solution of bleach & water, pour it in a large tray-like trough and immerse your felts in it?  Or do you just say the hell with it?  My bet is you lean toward saying, the hell with it!  And what if you are away from home, say, staying at a hotel, now wadda ya do?   Also, have other things you have used all day not come into contact with the water?  Like reels, rods, lines, boats, motors, trailers, tires and even the inside of your skiff, if water has splashed into it.  Are YOU going to soak your new $300 large-arbor reel and $60 fly-line in vinegar or bleach?  Can YOU see putting your old decrepit wading boots in your home freezer?

(Especially when your family realizes that they are in said freezer in an enfeebled attempt to kill off a family of invasive snails, mussels or some slimy algae scum residue?)  Just what is one to do here?  Good question––and Red really has no answer!  So following these guidelines is perhaps your best formula for success right now––but I do believe it is a futile attempt at best. 

Not to beat a dead horse here but this is like the movement to contain invasive plants and bugs––stuff such as: purple loosestrife, gypsy moths, Asian longhorn beetles, zebra snails, didymo––attempts doomed to futility, unless we find ways to truly control or kill the “offending” thingy in situ and without relying on anglers and boaters becoming proactive. And if you want to see what I mean by futility just read up on the travails of Australia and the rabbit population or, more locally than that, the gypsy moth invasion of the North Eastern US of A and just how this infestation started.  Better yet simply Google:  “Gypsy Moth Medford Mass”.   Ya kno, all it takes is one slip-up, just ONE, and the gypsy moth (or the rabbit) is out in the field…mating!

FYI:  This “felt sole issue” may be passé by next year anyway as more and more manufacturers seem to be siding with those new “sticky” rubber soles.  Simms, I believe, is committed to NOT using felt on any of their wading shoes by 2011.  Others are leaning to  perhaps still using felt but on a very limited number of wading shoe models.  Hmmmm…If you look at an Orvis catalog from 40 years ago, page afta page of cane rods were featured and perhaps only one or two pages with fiberglass rods.  Now it’s just the opposite, eh?  Graphite rules the roost but there is still enuf interest in cane to make it worthwhile to produce these 

lo-tech rods.  Economics plays a factor here.  And so it may well be the same with felt soles!

2010 CCTU FLY FISHING SCHOOL & CAMP

To be held pond-side at (YMCA) Camp Burgess in Sandwich, Mass 

Friday evening, MAY 14th thru Sunday afternoon, May 16th
The school is open to all, TU member or not––so…”come on down”!

This is a sleep-over camp with room, meals, classes, casting instruction & fishing all included.

(Classes include: Stream Etiquette, Knots, Fly Tying, Lines/Leaders, Tackle Selection, Insect ID & much more!)

Check out our web site for an informative online color “brochure” at:  capecodtu.org
For more info (TU member & non-member rates, teen scholarships, sign-ups, etc.)

 contact School Director, Tim Lynch at:   cctuflyfish@comcast.net  / 508-274-0936
__________________________________________________________

 R   A   N   D   O   M     *     C   A   S   T   S 
Gossip, News,  BS   &  Assorted Twaddle   -   Compiled by Red Quill

GOT NEWS?   Shops! Members! Friends!   Email:  strathie@aol.com
Quashnet Workdays:    *Attention!––note date change underlined below: 

Quashnet workdays are held at 9am on the third Sunday of every month, (See below however)  This is CCTU’s main conservation project and has been for 30 plus years. For more info call Fran Smith @ 508-548-4087.  We meet at 9am at the Martin Road access off Rt. 28 in Falmouth near the Mashpee line…but you knew that didn’t you? 

*FEBRUARY 28th   -   MARCH 21st  ( (3rd Sunday scheduling reinstated!)
This change were made because of Fran’s schedule. 

(Err on the safe side––check with Fran @ 508-548-4087 if in doubt.)

Red Brook Workdays:  Red Brook workdays are held at 9am on the first Saturday 

of every month.  Meet in the Lyman Reserve parking lot, Head of the Bay Road in Wareham.  This is an ongoing MA/RI Council conservation project staffed mainly by SMTUer’s. Info? Warren Winders: 781-878-1074  /  redbrook@verizon.net   

FEBRUARY 6TH   -   MARCH 6th   -   APRIL 3rd
 (Same schedule caveat as above but call or email Warren!)

MA/RI COUNCIL MEETINGS:  The Council meets four times a year at various places through the state.  There is a meeting at Indian Hollow every spring and then usually at Marlboro the other 3 times––but not always.  If you would like to get involved with the Council and see how TU works on the regional level just contact Mark Hattman. 

And…

MA/RI COUNCIL DELEGATES:  Just who are these people?  Well, you could be one right now and not even realize it as each and every CCTU OFFICER is automatically a delegate plus we are entitled to one  for every 50 Chapter members.  That comes to 9 or 10 delegates…depending on our official membership numbers.  Car-pool?  Sure thing!
Clip this! –– UPCOMING SHOWS & EXPOS –– Last notice!
√ The Bears Den Show  -  Taunton, MA - Feb 20, 2010 

√ LL Bean Expo  -  Freeport, ME - Mar 20-21, 2010   

(Red did not hear about the “Fishing the Cape” Show until afta the January RollcasT was posted!)

The CCTU FLY FISHING SCHOOL:  

What a great idea for a budding fly fisher…or for you!  For serious inquiries contact School Director, Tim Lynch at cctuflyfish@comcast.net  / 508-274-0936  or for more general info just go to our CCTU web-site:  capecodtu.org     Try it you’ll like it!

BOOKS…for your consideration   Book-Media News & Reviews 

(The following review by Red Quill…as promised!)   

Tying Catskill-Style Dry Flies by Mike Valla is one of those books that comes along once a decade.  While its content is very limited in scope (freshwater dry fly fishing, in rivers, in the Catskills) it is, nonetheless, one of the best tying books I have ever read, bar none.  Freshwater dry fly fishing is not that popular here on the Cape but for those that do pursue it elsewhere I highly recommend reading this volume.  Additionally, if you are a Catskill fan it is required reading!  The stories are intriguing, the history fascinating and the photos superb+!  Plus, there is a unique concept here in which the author compares (with text & photos) the variances and similarities in styles and materials between the storied Catskill tyers.  For example, The Flick version of the Light Cahill is compared side by side with those by Dette, Cross and Darbee. Very interesting stuff indeed!  A history of the “olde timers” is followed by write-ups of current Catskill masters such as Frank Kuttner, Ralph Graves, Mary Dette and Dave Brandt.  Recipes of the most popular Catskill dry flies are also included along with photos & instructions.  However it was the “history” parts that really intrigued me and I think they will you too. Overall, a unique, large-format book, beautifully laid out with lots of bright, clear, gorgeous color photos. Simply a joy to peruse.   Lots of thought went into the production values of this book and it shines through on every page.   About fifty bucks…but worth every penny! 

And furthermore…..

Mr. Quill is donating a copy of “Tying Catskill-Style Dry Flies” as an auction prize at the Spring Banquet.  He tells us he is also attempting to get a few of his Catskillian cohorts (mostly the ones mentioned in the book) to donate a fly along with a signed business card.   Nifty item, eh?  So far Red has flies promised (or in hand) from:  Dave Brandt (Red Quill),  Mary Dette Clark (Quill Gordon), Ralph Graves (Dun Variant), Frank Kuttner (Katterman), Ted Patlen (?), Eric Leiser (Chuck Caddis), Charlie Collins (?), Ken Tutalo (CDC Emerger) & the books author, Mike Valla (Quill Gordon).  Plus a Grey Fox Varient––Art Flick’s favorite fly tied by his ol’ bud, Al Brewster…RQ figured this was as close to an actual Art Flick fly as he could ever get!  He would also like to give a hearty round of applause to the above folk and additionally to Ralph Graves for his many suggestions and his leg-work in assembling this absolutely fabulous fly collection even though he was in & out of the hospital––couldn’t have done it with out ya Ralphie!   And Ted Patlen, for his ideas and fancy jaw-boning in the NJ/NY area on Red’s behalf.   Many thanks one & all for your generosity and hard work for our CCTU fund-raising efforts!  

Look for this plus…the Jim Stewart Memorial “BIG” Fly Box! A beautiful 

Al Brewster Duck Carving! And a boxfull of saltwater patterns from Hank Marcucella!   All to be had at the annual CCTU BANQUET on APRIL 25th

  √ A complete list of auction items & donors will be published soon––look for it!

To donate an auction or raffle item of your own please contact Mark Hattman at

CCTUPREZ@capecodtu.org   or   (774) 994-7319.   Call Mark ASAP!   

The Bears Den has TENKARA RODS in stock!  This Japanese method of fishing has got some press lately and now The Bears Den in Taunton has this “exotic” equipment ready to go.  These rods are extremely long, guideless, telescoping and veeeeeery tip flexible.  The line is attached directly to the rod tip by a loop to loop connection––no reel!  And, while The Bears Den has rods up to 13’ in length in stock, it is not unheard of for rods to be 20’ long!   The whole shebang should set you back no more than oh, say, $150 or so.  This method is all about fly drift, position and manipulation…not casting. Want more INFO?   Just see Scott at his Bears Den Fly Show in Taunton on February 20th.  For show info, or to contact Scott directly. simply Google:  Bears Den. 

In November the Globe had a short article about river improvement and dam removal projects in the area and EEL RIVER in Plymouth and RED BROOK in the Wareham-Buzzards Bay area were both featured.  Both these projects have ties to Southeastern Mass TU––with Red Brook being a MA/RI Council project also.    Great PR…congrats!

√ FYI: While returning from the December MA/RI Council meeting, Mark & Red did a “drive-by“of the EEL RIVER project (observable from Long Pond Road in Plymouth).

e alsoLet’s give him a break

The ol’ “Upturned Eye” stopped in to Eastman’s Sport & Tackle just before Christmas and, lo & behold, there, next to the book section, was a printed copy of the RollcasT on the wall available for perusal!   Great idea Jim... and “Eye” thank you for doin’ that.   And thanks too for stocking the MA/RI Council’s, “Massachusetts Anglers Guide”. 

Local artist, Andrew Newman, who donated a fish-themed original print to last years CCTU Banquet continues to exhibit his delightful framed prints at the Mills Restaurant, on Route 149 right behind Liberty Hall.  Stop in and check ‘em out some time soon!

FYI:  FFF Annual Conclave 2010  –  The location for 2010 will be in West Yellow-stone, Montana.  The dates are August 23 thru 28.   More info when and if available.

Sad to say yet another ardent fly angler & legendary mid-western conservationist is gone.  Rusty Gates the owner of Gates Au Sable Lodge near Grayling, Michigan passed away the week before Christmas from lung cancer.  He was only 54.  Tight lines Rusty.

The Chapter really needs an editor for this, the online RollcasT.  Preferably someone who is computer savvy!  Right now Mark is compiling “all the news that’s fit to print” but that is simply another burden upon his shoulders.  Afta all he is now the Chapter Prez, (for twice as long now as any previous president) the MA/RI Council member of the National Leadership Council (NLC) for National TU, the CCTU web-master and an active MA/RI Council delegate.  To say nothing of his involvement in the Trout-in-the-Classroom project and our Quashnet workdays.   That’s a workload!  Plus he works full time at his own business and still finds the time to chat with RQ!  Let’s give him a little break, eh! Contact Mark or see him at any CCTU meeting.   Potential web-masters may also apply and, ya kno, it could be the same person.  We need a Chapter geek…or dweeb …or is it nerd?   So clean up your plastic pocket protectors and K & E slip-sticks and break out those old Scriptos and Jotters you have been hoarding.  Your day has arrived!

CCTU is an equal opportunity employer…no pay however, just opportunity!
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In the January/February issue of Fly Fisherman magazine, John Randolph––writing in the Riffles column––revisits the invasive Didymo problem. 

It is really one of the first thingys Red has read that came close to reality concerning the spread of this damned ugly algae…HEY! it’s not called “rock snot” for naught. In the article John readily admits that current measures are designed to merely slow it down and will not stop or destroy the threat.  And, contrary to what you may have thought, Didymo was documented in north America in the early 1900’s…it did not spring up suddenly in New Zealand and book passage here earlier this decade.  Ya kno, Mother Nature will not be denied and she is one tough cookie.  If it can grow here, soon it will.   Just Google  Darwin for more info on this phenomenon!  We are talking control here, not elimination.  

CCTU BOD member, Tim Lynch, is currently working on a new Strategic Plan for the Chapter.  This is an in-depth overview of just what the Chapter should be aiming for in the upcoming years in the conservation, restoration, and education fields…a goal.  Got any suggestions?   Just see Tim at any CCTU meeting.   Get involved in the big picture!

FYI:  Tim is the new Director of the CCTU Fly Fishing School also!   YEAH…Tim!
Bob Pond the originator of the Atom plug and a life-long conservationist passed away peacefully at home in Attleboro in December.  He was 92.  Most oldsters cut their 

eye-teeth fishing his Atom Poppers. Bob formed (the now defunct) Stripers Unlimited many, moons ago attempting to emulate TU’s success story…but on salt water. The fairly recent formation of the Stripers Forever organization truly owes Bob a “tip-of-the-hat” for his initial forays into the save-the-striper fight back in the day.  Tight lines, Bob!

FYI…a saltwater license is now REQUIRED to fish in the salt!  As of January 1st you must have a Federal SW permit to fish our coastline.  This is FREE for this year only as in 2011 it will revert to a State license at a cost of (as of now) 10 bucks.  You can do this registration online, it’s free, quick and your 2010 Federal SW license will be mailed to you via snail-mail.  INFO?  Google:  Mass Marine Fisheries and click on Recreational. Permits.  [East coast states that have a SW license in place are: Alabama, Connecticut, Delaware, Florida, Georgia, New York, North Carolina & South Carolina.]  This aged reporter actually did this on line…HEY!––it’s not all that hard.  I’m actually Federally “permitted” now and I never even left home…is this a great country or what?!

Winter has made its appearance in Massachusetts with a bang but at this stage of the season the condition of ice on the Bay State's water-bodies is unpredictable and could be treacherous. The Division of Fisheries & Wildlife urges outdoor enthusiasts to play it safe and check ice carefully before venturing onto ice-covered waters.   Better to be safe than sorry, eh?  Foot traffic on a layer of 4" ice is a good safe thickness.

Winter Brood-stock Salmon Stocking -- Approximately 1,800 retired brood-stock salmon from the Connecticut River Atlantic Salmon Restoration Program were released by the Division of Fisheries and Wildlife into lakes and ponds across the Commonwealth in December. This is in addition to an October stocking of approximately 460 fish. Another 100 fish were stocked in early January​​––up to 18 pounds!   Trophy fish!

Fishing at Red Brook?  In order to relieve angling pressure on the salters in Red Brook afta their fall spawning season, we request that you give them a break thru the winter.  This is good advice on any salter brook trout stream, eh? … Leave ‘em be till spring!
√ HOW TO CONTACT YOUR STATE REPS AND SENATORS!  (clip & save)  

Go to www.mass.gov.   On the left side of the homepage, you will see State Government (4th section down). Click on Legislative and choose either State Representatives or State Senators. Click on any name on the left and that person’s bio will come up. You will then see a link on the left that says “Legislative districts by city and town”. Click on that and the next screen will have an alphabet bar on top. Click on the first letter of your city or town name and you will find your Reps and Senators with all vital contact information. You can then exercise your freedom of speech and have your voice heard. 

FYI:  Two new world records set?  A 22 pound Largemouth and a 52 pound Rainbow!  Hmmmm…Caveat Emptor, indeedy.   We say let’s adopt a “wait-and-see” attitude here. √ On the other hand a nine pound plus brookie was certified by state of Maine officials as the new Maine record brook trout.  This sounds more believable but it is a whopper, eh?

FYI: The Mashpee Enterprise of January 16th stated the following:  Water Resource Projects Approved For Funding. ––  Priority Fish Passage Obstruction Remediation Projects:  Quashnet River - $118,000.   This came to us like a bolt out of the blue! 

No one we talked to in TU-world knew much more about this at RollcasT deadline and that included Fran who said RQ’s email to him for info was how he first heard about it. 
√ You know you are going––so why wait?  Get this in the mail TODAY!  ASAP!
RESERVATIONS FOR THE CCTU SPRING BANQUET

NAME: _________________________________________________________________

ADDRESS: _____________________________________________________________

EMAIL: ________________________________________________________________

PHONE#: (           ) _________________  $35 per ticket / enclosed find: $ ___________

Send checks payable to Cape Cod Trout Unlimited to (   Wayne & Barbara Miller
Your tickets will be mailed.  No phone calls, please.        Post Office Box 711

Banquet INFO only email:   cctuprez@capecodtu.org      W Barnstable, MA 02668



SPEAKER SCHEDULE


�





FEB 10TH


DARBY HITTLE FROM


 CT TU, TALK ON SPRING CREEK FISHING IN PA AND UPDATING HIS POPULAR SILVER BUTTER NY SALMON FISHING








MARCH 10TH 


STEVE HURLEY MA WILD LIFE ON 


FRESHBROOK RESTORATION IN WELLFLEET





APRIL NO MEETING. SPRING BANQUER THE 25TH.





MAY 12TH 


TYER MARK SEDOTTI. SMALL GROUP LESSON FORM 3 TO 5: 30 LIMITED TO EIGHT @ $25 
































