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Join us for our monthly general meeting. Liberty Hall, 
MarstonÕs Mills.  Nov 11th 7:00 pm.   

 
Missing striper fishing already? Come hear Captain Ray 
Stachelek talk about fly fishing in his neck of the shore, 

 Rhode Island. 
 

SPEAKER SCHEDULE 
 

 
 

 
NOVEMBER 11TH  

LIBERTY HALL 7:00 PM 
CAPT RAY STACHELEK  

RI FLY GUIDE. 
 

DECEMBER 9TH 
LIBERTY HALL 7:00 PM 

ANNUAL CHRISTMAS PARTY 
WAYNE MILLER ON OFF CAPE OUTINGS. FOOD, FUN! 

BRING A TOY FOR  
TOYS FOR TOTS!! 

 
 

JANUARY 13TH  
LIBERTY HALL 7:00 PM 

THE RETURN OF DARBIE HITTLE 
SPRING CREEK FISHING IN PA 

AND AN UPDATE ON NY STEELHEAD FISHING 
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PRESIDENT’S NOTES 

 
 

I have the pleasure of presenting the slate of nominees 
for our board of directors for 2010. 

 
President: no nominee 

VP: Steve Pickul 
Treasurer: Dave Talmanson 

Secretary: Dan Tobin 
Members at Large: 

Wayne Miller 
Scott Dietrich 

Tim Lynch 
Howie Strathie 

Pat Grenier 
Al DiCarlo 

 
We will accept nominations from the floor before the 
vote at the December meeting. Any and all of you who 

want to help lead our Chapter are very welcome!!!! 
 

Your commitment is what you want it to be. Please 
consider joining the Board. 
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CHECK OUT THIS MONTHS 

CONTRIBUTIONS 
 

CONTRIBUTIONS ARE VERY WELCOME!! 
EMAIL TO  

 
CCTUPREZ@CAPECODTU.ORG 

 
From famous 

 Cape Cod Dave Reid 

 
 

I'm putting my boat away now as went out Monday with Scott Dietrich 
and Stan Kaminski to Barnstable to find birds working over bait with 
no bass under them! That did it! But how did the season go?  
!

I'd say over all it was not a good season on the flats on the north - 
Barnstable and Brewster. Why, I'd say manly do to the weather- it 
rain a lot during prime time of middle May to July 4th when sight 
fishing is at it's best. maybe I should go out in the rain more often 
when the wind is down but usually when the rain is around so is the 
wind. Don't do so well in winds in the 15 mph and above and I believe 
it is because the prime bait sand eels burrow into the sand when the 
wind come up as they get tossed around too much and feel 
vulnerable to the preying bass. Wonder how others feel about this?  
!

Anyway we had few calm sunny days doing that prime time when the 
feeding bass are here in numbers. Did do well in the deeper water 
sometimes with sinking lines say late May - deeper being 10 to 12 ft 
of water on either tide but when the water was up. Best day was 
Saturday May 30th in the morning with good tide coming in when 
there was low wind and plenty of sun. The bass were pouring in over 
the flats in the 30 plus range - hundreds of them, we were wading 
using intermediate clear lines with the slow retrieve straight at you - I 
found out from Marshall White from New Hampshire who I didn't think 
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knew anything but he sure showed me! It lasted for about an hour or 
so and did we have a ball! 
!

 
One other day when it was very cloudy, a little rain, wading, Brewster, 
on the edge that I caught my best fish 38 blind casting as without the 
sun I couldn't see them but sensed they were there. This was with 
Gerry Fabiano from New Jersey. He'll remember as he went right out 
where I hooked the fish, was playing it, but didn't get another. If he 
did I'm sure I'll hear from him! 
!

We found others but no size in July and August when sun is better 
but the good ones stay outside then[off the flats]. One day we did 
have a feast following the "sand eel raker " at his insisting! That was 
an experience! Steve Pickul had a friend from DC on board and the 
sand eel guy even invited our guest on board!  
!

I have come to the conclusion that Scott Dietrich has the "best nose' 
for finding the fish or is just " lucky or lies a lot" about his fishing. No I 
do love having him on board. Had Tiny Lynch, his friend Bill, and 
others out with me and find I love having these guys with me because 
more hands make it more fun and we find more fish which is the 
cutting edge these days! Didn't get Mark out. He says he was working 
too much but maybe that was a reflection on me! Or maybe his wife 
spoke to him! We'll find out when he surfaces to defend himself.  
!

Well that's about it but do think there are fewer bass around and 
sense that it's the commercial guys taking too much of the bait 
offshore - menhaden which ends up in the fish oil pills I take every 
day!! Cape Cod Dave 
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   MORE BALDERDASH! 
                                                                …and this time it’s those darned leaders!    By Red Quill 

 
Leaders!  Such a simple concept really, just an “invisible” linkage between the fly 

line and the actual fishing fly, but one that has nonetheless been made very complicated 

by us, we band of flyfishers.   

Back in the beginning (try to imagine the theme music from 2001 here), a leader 

was perhaps, at the most, a simple, single hair from a horses tail or mane.  Well, someone 

soon discovered that if you twisted a few hairs together in an engineered way you could 

actually taper the leader––and the fly line too when lines were horsehair affairs––but no 

matter what you did with horsehair it was opaque.  Then, sometime later on, silk-worm 

gut was introduced.  True, this was an improvement as it was more transparent, but gut 

was only available in lengths of between 12 inches and perhaps 18 inches tops and not 

the 3 to 4 feet of horse tail!  This made for a much more complicated construction of 

tapered leaders.  Tapered fly lines were also made using this material back when silk held 

sway.  Then, in the middle of the past century, Nylon was formulated and produced by 

Dupont and used for numerous miracle products, with fishing leaders being way down 

Dupont’s list I would imagine––certainly a long way down from say, women’s stockings.   

Finally true transparency!   But now, here in the 21st century, these man-made extruded 

fibers have simply taken over in the leader world.   Like…is there another kind!? 

Today we use both knotted and non-knotted tapered leaders made with that old 

standby, Nylon, along with various other manufactured materials, with fluorocarbon 

being just one.  Plus, we have those braided butt and furled leaders on the market.  

However, for some odd reason, I have never as yet even tried a furled leader.  I am 

content to use those braided butt leaders, for various reasons of my own and, seeing no 

reason to switch, I keep using them––but I do read plenty about these new-fangled/old-

fangled furled leaders. Their history, by the way, goes waaaay back to the horsehair days 

so they certainly aren’t new by any means!  And, while they appear to look the same as 

braided leaders, they are, indeed, horses of a different color.  Yes, a bad pun!   

Ya know, for years we were told by the fly-fishing “experts” of yore (and the 

Pennsylvania gurus chimed in heavily on this) that we were using leaders with butts that 

were way too soft and a hinging effect was the direct result.  Casts were often 

abbreviated, sloppiness abounded and what we now politely call, pile casts, were the 

norm.  We were told to do three things to avoid these pitfalls: ONE, use stiffer butt 

sections, (read Mason hard type Nylon) TWO, shorten up our mid sections and THREE, 

use a softer material to elongate our tippet sections when called for, like Chameleon or 

Platyl.  And this criteria could––nay, should––be adjusted, adapted and altered 

throughout the fishing day according to the depth and speed of the particular water being 
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fished and just where our prey was stationed in the water column.  What this really meant 

was tying numerous connecting knots (and this was back when everyone used the blood 

knot and not the easier to tie surgeons knot) and clipping & adding tippet and mid-section 

material to adjust our leaders. To be truthful, all this really did was lead to momentous, 

almost screaming-out-loud frustration while on an otherwise peaceful trout stream.   

What a pain in the butt, eh?   Yes, yet another bad pun!   

However when I discovered braided butt leaders about a dozen or so years ago, I 

never looked back.  (By the way, the braided butt is the most flexible material I have ever 

used for a butt section.  So, so much for stiffness, old Pennsylvania experts.)  All it took 

was a simple loop-to-loop connection between the tippet and braided butt and both your 

multiple knot and hard/soft material problem was solved…yes, you could add 4X, 5X, 

6X, 7X whatever tippet you wished to the butt section with no chance of knot 

slippage…plus you could elongate or abbreviate your leader length by tippet adjustment 

at a whim.    AhhhhhhÉlife was good once again. 

“But braids will spray water when you cast,” you may say.  To that I reply…so 

what!  A small price indeed to pay for convenience, I’d say.  And, if fish are not used to a 

little water by now, well, how come?  After all, they do live in it.  We live in air, does a 

little breeze bother us?  Nah!  However, furled leaders, while looking somewhat similar 

to braid, do not spray water I hear.  The concept is the same though, a tapered butt section 

followed by a level tippet section of 2, 3, 4 feet, whatever.  No mid-section is involved 

with either but after that they are different.   But just how different, I now wonder?    

 

 

So my first request is to ask if anyone out there in CCTU-land will do a short 

article on furled leaders versus braided leaders and send it to 

CCTUPREZ@capecodtu.org for publication.  Scott! are you listening here?  This does 

not have to be a “scientific” piece just anecdotal and preferably from some angler who 

has used both on stream.  Or you might make it a slightly longer article on leaders in 

general––knotted and non-knotted included––the “whole ball of wax”…whatever that 

means.  

My second request may sound, at first, a little whimsical but I am semi-serious 

here!  If you still fish leaders with knots you may have noticed that, on occasion, fish will 

rise to the knots on your leaders, be it the tippet connection or any of the other knots in 

your knotted leader.  I think they see these knots as perhaps midges or tiny BWO’s or 

even tricos, stuck in the surface tension.  If this is the case why could you not simply tie 

on a size 26, 28, 30 or 32 hook with a turle or cinch knot and fish away?  No body!  No 
wings!  No tail!  No hackle! Just a hook and a knot!  Will someone take up the challenge 

and try this zany concept along with me?  Fishing the knots surface indentation! Small 

hooks will float all by themselves on the surface if you are careful.  Think about it? An 

article on which knot works best for trout…or bass…or pan fish, well you get the idea! If 

you are over 21, I beg you, tie the tippet material onto the hook at home as tying 8X or 

9X tippet material to a size 32 is not for aging eyes now is it?   And, if you do accept the 

challenge and actually try any of this, let us at the RollcasT know about your travails, 
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OK?   Once again:  CCTUPREZ@capecodtu.org    Write it up and send it in!                                                            

 

FLY FISHING TRIVA CORNER :   

The following is an “olde timey”  British method of dry fly fishing.  I include this here 

because it shows a method of fishing where the leader is of minimal importance…a 

contrarian view so to speak!  BLOW-LINE FISHING is an exciting method that involves 

a very light but bulky floss line and is sometimes called "dapping".  This material (the 

floss––and YES! it is most of the time dental floss) blows in the wind with the dry fly 

attached by a short length of monol eader.  This leader need not be particularly fine or 

long because it may never even touch the water. Using a long rod held high the angler 

maneuvers the fly to skip and dance along the waves like a live insect while the wind 

actually blows the floss line hither and yon with abandon. The fly, at times, is totally out 

of the water blowing about on the billowing floss line. The angler tries to aim the fly 

toward a trout’s lair and lower the fly toward the surface for a rise. Takes are usually 

dramatic splashy affairs as the trout attack the “escaping” prey.  A good steady wind and 

nerves of steel are required for this most exciting method. English blow-line dapping flies 

include the various Daddy-Long-Legs patterns and also bushy dapping flies such as the 

Loch Ordy––in this country however, just you try getting a “Loch Ordy” at your favorite 

fly shop.  And while these English flies are not popular here, an Elk Hair Caddis or 

perhaps a Henryville would be a natural (as this method mimics  the very “nature” of the 

caddis fly upon the water) as well as various “bushy” dry fly patterns such as Wulff’s and 

Stimulator’s.    Hey!…why not give blow-line fishing a whirl soon, eh?      

!  FYI:   RQ has been attempting to adapt this blow-line fishing method to his fishing up 

in the Catskills, with his regular trout tackle––although with a very short line––without 

too much success.   It is beginning to seem that the obnoxious, bulky, yet light, floss is 

truly a necessary evil, he now be thinkin’.  

      _____________________________________________________________ 
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R  A  N  D  O  M    C  A  S  T  S  
Gossip,   Extraneous News,   BS   &  Assorted Twaddle  -  Compiled by Red Quill 

 GOT NEWS?       Shops!   Members!   Friends!      Email:  strathie@aol.com!
!
 

! QUASHNET WORKDAYS !   
Quashnet workdays are held at 9am on the third Sunday of every month,. This is CCTU’s 
main conservation project and has been for 30 plus years. For more info call Fran Smith 
@ 508-548-4087.  We meet at the Martin Road access off Rt. 28 in Falmouth near the 
Mashpee line…but you knew that didn’t you?  Come on down, nonmembers too! 
NOVEMBER 15TH  -  DECEMBER 20TH -  JANUARY 17TH 
Workday cancellations?  Better check with Fran before going down to the river.  
 
! RED BROOK WORKDAYS  
Red Brook workdays are held at 9am on the first Saturday of the month.  Meet in the 
Lyman Reserve parking lot, Head of the Bay Road in Wareham.  This is an ongoing 
MA/RI Council conservation project staffed mainly by SMTU members.  Directions?  
Info?  Changes?  Warren Winders: 781-878-1074  /  redbrook@verizon.net 
NOVEMBER 7TH  -  DECEMBER 5TH  -  JANUARY 2ND   
(Same schedule caveat as above but call or email Warren!)!
 

The CCTU FLY FISHING SCHOOL 
What a great idea for a Christmas present––a Gift Certificate to the CCTU Fly Fishing 
School 2010. Actually this is a great gift for any occasion, eh?  For more information 
contact School Director, Scott Dietrich at:  508-766-9667  or  ccflyfish@hotmail.com  
 

CABIN FEVER RELIEVER 
It’s “official” we will be having our traditional FREE Fly Tying sessions at Liberty Hall 
this winter. We have had these for years now and this winter is no different! So, if you 
are interested––CCTU member or not––check our website  <capecodtu.org>.!
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S O M E       U P C O M I N G       E V E N T S       A N D       S H O W S  

***NEW***  The Arts of the Angler ShowÐÐDanbury, CT Ð Nov, 14,15, 2009 - 
FREE!!

! The International Fly Tying SymposiumÐÐSomerset, NJ -- Nov. 21, 22, 2009 - 
FREE! 

! The Fly Fishing ShowÐÐMarlboro, MA - Jan 15.16, 17, 2010 - FEE! 

! The Fly Fishing ShowÐÐSomerset, NJ - Jan 22, 23, 24, 2010 - FEE! 

! The Bears Den ShowÐÐTaunton, MA - Feb 27, 2010 - FREE! 

! LL BeanÐÐExpo  Freeport, ME - Mar 20-21, 2010 - FREE!!
 

 

 

 

 

On the prowl with the ÒUp Turned EyeÓ:    Dave Tomlinson recently hosted a “nosh, 

scotch-slurp & gab-fest” at his condominium in Mashpee. Those attending were, in 

essence, a sorta sub-set of the locally much revered and renowned, Quashnet Angling & 

Single Malt Scotch Society.  There was much lip-smacking in evidence as Dave served 

up platters of his delicious home-smoked fishies––along with lotsa tall tales and BS!   In 

attendance were: Dan Tobin, Scott Dietrich, Mark Hattman, Jerry Sutelman & RQ.   
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BOOKS…for your consideration!    Review by Bruce Harring – FFF 

(FFF INFO?  WANNA JOIN UP?     Google:  Federation of Fly Fishers)%

 
      Lefty Kreh has produced another volume on his style of fly-casting.  
CASTING WITH LEFTY KREH  is illustrated with 100s of color photographs by Jay 
Nichols, which are designed to show the point being made in the accompanying text. The 
editing, design, and production of the book is of the high standard we have come to 
expect of Stackpole Books. There are all of the standard casts and some not so common 
illustrated and explained. There is also a section of correcting common casting errors and 
another on teaching fly-casting. If you are an avid Lefty fan you will purchase the 
book. However if you are looking for assistance in learning to cast or to improve 
your casting this may not be the best option.  Trying to learn a dynamic activity like 
fly-casting from a set of static photographs can be difficult. This is especially true in light 
of the many fine DVDs available by such fine fly casting instructors as Doug Swisher, 
Joan Wulff, and the late Mel Krieger for about half the price of this book.   Overall, a 

very well done, but very pricey volume, (about 60 bucks)  covering a topic much better 

done with DVD.     (Hmmmmmbnot exactly a rave review, eh?     RQ.) 
 

 

A great little stocking stuffer!  ÒMassachusetts WildlifeÓ  (a print magazine) 
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CCTU collecting Toys for Tots! 

Instead of bringing a gag Christmas gift to the Annual CCTU Christmas Party on 
December 9th, please bring along an UNWRAPPED gift for the local Toys for Tots 
program.  CCTU will get these gifts to Toys for Tots in time for Christmas giving! 

 

According to Mass Fish & Wildlife there will be a ban on using lead sinkers (less 
than an ounce only) on our inland waters.  I wunda just how they will handle lead-
weighted flies as you cannot see the added weight on some?   Hmmm…will your 

weighted nymphs still be legal? … Clousers? bShad darts?  What if somebody uses a 
heavy weighted nymph in lieu of a sinkerblike on a two-fly rig?   Hmmmbindeed! 
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Shops, members and friends of the Chapter:  Do you want to get something into these 
pages? Contact, Howie Strathie at  <strathie@aol.com>  with any “camera ready” items.  
We don’t take ads but we will publish anything thatcs of benefit to our CCTU members 
be it a commercial source or not.   And make items short, sweet & printable, thank you. 

 

If CCTU members do not start showing up at the Red Brook workdays soon we are 
seriously thinking of doing away with the publishing of the RB workday schedule in 
these pages.  So, if you, in fact, do go and help SMTU (even if only on occasion) or think 
it is still important to continue with these printed schedules here in the RollcasT please let 
Howie know otherwise it might be bye-bye RB schedule.   A MA/RI Council project. 

 

ÒMr. NoseyÓ went online to check up on something and wound up in a Massachusetts 
state fishing website; he clicked onto Cape fishing organizations and discovered, much to 
his chagrin that, altho the Hyannis Anglers Club was listed, neither CCTU, the Osterville 
Anglers Club nor the CC Salties was!   And “Mr. Nosey” now begins to wunda…WHY?  

 

! FYI:  Fran Betters Adirondack fly shop is up for sale!   

ÒThe price has been lowered again on this turnkey business and it;s a steal.Ó  Well, these 
were actually Fran’s words so a little caveat emptor here, OK?   For more info contact: 
Margie Philo at  http://www.adkpp.com/p_commercial.html    Fran passed away on 
September 8th.     His weakened heart finally gave out.      Tight lines, old timer! 

 

In mid-July, Ted Patlin, gave an impromptu Master Class on tying a generic feather-
wing Atlantic salmon fly––which was soon dubbed “the Turtleback”.  In attendance at 
this enjoyable & educational “tie-a-thon” held down in Ted’s coolish cellar––hey!, it’s 
July remember––were TUer’s,  Rick Dalton, Jerry Sutelman, Dan Tobin & Red Q. 

  

ÒEDDIESÓ – the US Fish and Wildlife magazine seeks to inform its readers of the work–
–past, present, and future––of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service’s Division of Fisheries 
and Aquatic Resource Conservation.  For a glimpse of what they are currently doing take 
a look at the newest issue of “Eddies” at   www.fws.gov/eddies  

 

The MA/RI Council 3rd, annual, mid-winter Council Banquet will be held at the 
Holiday Inn off Route 495 in Marlboro on, Saturday, January 16th.  The cost has not 
been determined as yet but it WILL be between $25 & $30, thatcs a Ofer shurY!  This is a 
Council fundraiser.  Your presence is requested and raffle & auction items are needed.   
For updated information go to our website  <capecodtu.org>  or see Mark Hattman.  
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ItÕs getting to be reel cleaning & rod repair time.  At seasons end drop off your gear 
for cleaning, oiling, repairing and relining when the local shops have the time––and 
that’s…over the winter!   If any Cape tackle shop would care to, I will publish the shops 
name, address & phone number here in an attempt to get recalcitrant CCTU anglers to 
bring in their winter-over repairs.  Send info to Howie at:   strathie@aol.com   Off the top 
of my head I recall that:  the Goose Hummock Shop, the Riverview, the Powderhorn, 
the Sports Port and Eastmans Sport & Tackle do this service.   Are there are others?   

 

FYI:   The fall trout stocking  has long since taken place but perhaps your favorite trout 
pond isnct stocked in the fall!  Below are the Cape ponds that are stocked in the fall:  
*BARNSTABLE - Shubael & Hamblin    *BREWSTER - Cliff, Flax, Sheep & Little 
Cliff   *DENNIS – Scargo   *EASTHAM – Herring   *FALMOUTH - Ashumet & 
Grews   *MASHPEE - Johns & Mashpee-Wakeby   *ORLEANS - Crystal & Bakers  
*SANDWICH - Spectacle, & Peters.    More info?   Southeast F & W:  (508) 759-3406. 

 

In late September Steve Hurley and his OgangY from MASS Fish & Wildlife electro-
surveyed the Quashnet River with help from some stalwart CCTU members.  These 
volunteers––at least the ones I know about––include, Scott Dietrich, Mark Hattman 
and Fran Smith.    Any other members go?bjust lemme kno, OK?     strathie@aol.com 

 

AN EXCERISE IN FUTILITY!  

For those of you who get all riled up about invasive species remember this one:  
COGONGRASS!  Itcs in the southern USA already and itcs quite possibly headed north.  
It has none of the romance of Kudzu or the beauty of Purple Loosestrife.  We should fight 
this one for Otruth, justice and the American wayY––as Superman just might have said!   

RememberNyou heard about COGONGRASS here first!   Hmmmmmm<.a SCOOP? 
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BEWARE!  Those of you CCTUercs who frequent the Catskills or the Adirondacks––the 
price of fishing licenses has almost doubled for out-of-staters!  NY has a new schedule of 
fishing license fees for 2010 and the fees for non-residents have really been jacked up. 
Annual Fishing is now $70.00  (it was $40!) / 7 day Fishing $35.00 / Daily Fishing $15.  
So, a 7 day license is pretty close to what a year-round cost just last year!  This boo$t 
might be prohibitive to some & may lessen the number of anglers & their stayage in NY.  

   O NY;s new saltwater license fee is $15.   Let;s see what Massachusetts comes up with. 
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Jimmy Young, the manager of EastmanÕs Sport & Tackle in Falmouth, recently 

discovered an old fiberglass “custom” fly rod in the basement of the store.  Written on the 

butt of this one piece, yellow, 8’ rod was:  “Lamiglas” and “Trout Unlimited 1977” also 

“nymphs 6 weight / streamers 7 weight”. This rod was shown to the CCTU BOD and no 

one knows anything about its origins.   Any info would be appreciated.    See Tim Lynch. 
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New Fund Raising Raffle!!! 
 

Want to own a limited edition Orvis rod for 
short $$$$ ? 

 
The Chapter is raffling an Orvis Limited Edition 

Superfine Trout Bum Rod 
This is a limited edition rod # 70 engraved with  

TU 50th Anniversary 

 
We are offering two ways to get in on the action!! 

Come to a regular meeting and for every $ 5.00 worth of 

monthly raffle tickets you buy you get a free ticket to 

the raffle!! 

Want extra chances or can’t make a meeting? Buy a 

ticket by mail 

We are offering one for $ 5 of three for $10. 

Mail a check to CCTU to  

P.O. Box 405 

Mashpee, MA 02649 

Rod winner will be drawn at the May Meeting! 

Join in and help support the Chapter!! 


